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Why am | receiving this newsletter? Because you are a faculty/staff member at one of
LMAIS' 40 member independent schools in the greater Chicagoland area (including
northern Indian). And you are in one of our affinity groups. See member

schools: https://Imais.org/our-schools/

What’s in it for me? Collegial connections and professional support from and with
faculty and staff at nearby independent schools. LMAIS has 30+ affinity groups that meet
virtually and in person. See the list of groups at: https://Imais.org/about/Imais-affinity-
groups/ and email Sally Sharp, at ssharp@l|mais.org to get yourself added to one or
multiple groups!

Social and Professional Development Opportunities

Social Gatherings for LMAIS Colleagues
All are Welcome-Come meet colleagues, make new friends, make a difference, and have
some fun! Volunteer at Cradles to Crayons, Enjoy a free Educator’'s Night at the Field
Museum, Ride your Bike or meet up at the Chicago Botanic Gardens. Happy Hours in
Lincoln and Hyde Park are being scheduled for later in the fall! Find details here: Social
and Learning Opportunities for LMAIS Faculty, Staff and Students - Lake Michigan
Association of Independent Schools

December 4-5,2025 Chicagoland Equity Summit We are excited to announce the
upcoming Equity Summit, hosted by DEI practitioners from LMAIS and other
independent schools across Chicago, taking place at Latin School of Chicago. This
summit is created as a space to come together to connect, refuel, and grow — with a goal
of both building community and advancing Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Social Justice
work within our schools. Call for Proposals: https://Imais.org/learning-opportunities-for-lmais-
faculty-staff-and-students/
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FIRE

BRIDGING BARRIERS:

Mark your calendars for January 23, 2026 for this year's FIRE (Fostering
Intercultural Respect and Engagement) Conference at Lake Forest Academy. The
conference offers the next generation of leaders in our schools to convene in meaningful
civil discourse with their peers. Open to high school students.
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Passion, Purpose, Play: Building Joyful Connections in and among our Schools
February 10, 2026 9:30am-3:00pm

LMAIS is offering something totally new - a gathering to encourage and share strategies
and innovative ways to build joyful connections in our offices, classrooms, institutions, as
well as with colleagues and across our schools. LMAIS professionals from all backgrounds
are invited and the day will feature: Jill Vialet, a founder of Playworks and Substantial and
Jason Patera, former Head of Chicago Academy for the Arts, former President of LMAIS
and current Head of The Cooper School along with Peer-led sessions. Hosted at Lake
Forest Academy. A call for proposals for colleagues to offer presentations during this
gathering will be forthcoming in mid-September.

Upcoming LMAIS Affinity Group Gatherings
Check https://Imais.org/Imais-affinity-group-meetings/ for details of the gatherings. Some
are virtual; others in person. Times are all Central time.

Athletic Directors September 5 9-10am
Heads of Schools September 8,15, 22, 29 2:00-3:00pm
Admissions September 12 1:.00-2:00pm
Chicagoland DEI Practitioners September 30 8:30-10:30am
Early Childhood October 9 9-9:30am

NEW Affinity Groups trying to form: Are there any Outdoor Learning/Nature enthusiasts out
there? Chris Weber, Outdoor Learning Specialist at the Ancona School
cweber@anconaschool.org is looking to connect with colleagues with similar interests.

School Pets
Does your school have a really cool classroom pet?
Meet Beardy who was “enrolled” at the Chicago Jewish Day School in the 2024-2025 school
year. Send photos of your cool school pet to Ssharp@Imais.org

Why walk when you can ride?

FALL 2025 NEWSLETTER WWW.LMAIS.ORG

Please reach out with questions and ideas to Sally Sharp, LMAIS Executive Director at ssharp@Imais.org
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